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If you are still scurrying to finish your
last-minute Christmas shopping, consider
stopping into Rolling Pin Kitchen
Emporium in Brandon for the newest
fashion comeback: the apron.

The apron is making a comeback in
a big way. According to the blog Addicted
to Aprons (www.addictedtoaprons.com),
“By the 1950s, the apron was seen as a
symbol of the happy American house-
wife, along with high heels and a pearl
necklace.”

With the feminist movement in the
1960s and 70s, the apron went to the
wayside as women began to enter the
workforce and not be the stay-at-home
mom with the apron, preparing meals
and doing housework. 

Now, young ladies are remembering
their grandmothers and mothers in the
kitchen cooking fondly with memories of
food and family. Some of them are using
their old hand-me-down heirloom aprons,
but others are buying retro fashionable

aprons, with Website www.etsy.com sell-
ing many as well (simply search for
“aprons”).

The apron is making such a big
comeback, in fact, that it was featured in
the blockbuster Sex and the City 2, with
character Charlotte wearing one while
decorating cupcakes with her two young
daughters.

And local cooking store Rolling Pin is
seeing an increase, according to
Marketing Manager Kelly Bock, in the
amount of aprons for both men and
women.

“The aprons are coming back
because more people are starting to cook
and bake at home,” said Bock.

For women’s aprons, they are usual-
ly decorative and feminine, often with
polka dots, fruit, ruffles, lace and other
womanly accents. Some of the aprons at
Rolling Pin say things like “Domestic
Diva” or “Hostess in Training.”

For men, who usually wear their
aprons while grilling, many choose to
wear funny aprons with a joke or saying
on it. Other times, they say things like
“King of the Grill” or “Grill Master.” 

Rolling Pin has more than 50 differ-
ent styles of aprons available at its brick-
and-mortar store, located at 2080
Badlands Dr. in Brandon, and also has
them for sale in its online store at
www.rollingpinonline.com. 

Prices range from $14.99 to $39.99
for aprons at Rolling Pin.

For more information, please call the
store, which is open on Christmas Eve
from 9 a.m.-6 p.m., at 653-2418.

CUSTOMERS LOOK AT AND MODEL APRONS AT
BRANDON’S ROLLING PIN KITCHEN EMPORIUM.

THE APRON IS MAKING A COMEBACK TO
KITCHENS EVERYWHERE, AND ROLLING PIN

OFFERS 50 DIFFERENT STYLES.

By Jennifer Silverstein

APRONS MAKING A COMEBACK IN
AREA KITCHENS

AMTRAK: TRAIN TO EVERYWHERE

My husband, Tom, and I went to
visit our son and daughter-in-law in
Greensboro, North Carolina for
Thanksgiving and decided to take the
train one way. It was going to be an
adventure. We got on the Amtrak
Silver at the station in downtown
Tampa.  There is absolutely no securi-
ty. We had three bags, two carry-ons
per person, plus all the blankets, pil-
lows and food you can carry. I guess
terrorists don’t travel by train. There
was a sniffing dog who walked through
the car, but we’re not sure what he
was sniffing for.

Anyway, we took our seats, which
have more than twice as much leg
room as an airplane, plus a foot rest
and it reclined for total comfort.  We
did not get a sleeper car, as it was
almost $300 more, and were quite
happy to sleep in our seats for the $99
one way for both of us.

Most people were making
their way home to loved ones
for the Thanksgiving weekend.
It was quite a mixture of travel-
ers -moms with kids, older cou-
ples, college-age kids and busi-
ness people - all traveling by
one of the oldest modes of
transportation.  The conductors
still wear their same uniforms
with round hats, and although
they don’t collect tickets, they
do write down your destination
on a piece of paper to put it in a
slot above your head so they
don’t miss your stop.  No com-
puters in sight. The 15-and-a-

half hour trip seemed long because of
the 10 stops it made at various cities
throughout Florida, Georgia, South
Carolina and North Carolina.

What was funny is that we went to
the dining car five cars up to grab din-
ner; we sat at a table with an elderly
gentleman also named Tom, who was
traveling to see his children.  He said,
“I don’t like to fly, but my wife flew; I
like the train instead.”   It turned out
that he and Tom went to high school in
the same city in Illinois (10 years
apart) and even knew some of the
same places and people.  

It was a great experience but a
very long, bumpy ride.  It really took
me back to a slower time when it was
the only means of travel and I had a
better understanding of what our fore-
fathers had to endure, except for the
WiFi at every seat.

AMTRAK TRAINS TRAVEL THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY AND ARE
DEFINITELY A CHEAPER WAY TO TRAVEL TO YOUR DESTINATION.
VISIT THE AMTRAK WEBSITE FOR SCHEDULES AND ROUTES.

By Suzy Wiesenhart

Call Now! 689-8909
www.stroketesting.com

Celebrating our 10th Anniversary of saving lives!

STROKE PREVENTION
ARE YOU AT RISK?

BLOOD
TESTS
AVAILABLE:

CHOLESTEROL,
LIVER, PSA & TSH

ALL
RESULTS
& FILMS

mailed in
2 WEEKS

No
Prescriptions

Necessary

Q: HOW ACCURATE
ARE THESE HEALTH
SCREENINGS?
A. Our adherence to stringent
protocol, highly trained 
sonographers, state-of-the-art
ultrasound machines, and board
certified interpreting radiologists
make the screenings exceedingly
accurate. Physician written
protocols ensure consistency
and accuracy.

Q: WHY SHOULD I HAVE
THESE TESTS IF I HAVE
NO SYMPTOMS?
A. Unfortunately, our body’s
warning signs often come too
late.  It is important to have a 
screening to identify problems
before symptoms arise,
potentially avoiding a serious 
health crisis.  Ultrasound can
also find smaller & more curable 
cancers which drastically
increases treatment success rate.

STROKE/CAROTID
ULTRASOUND ........................$35
This test visualizes build-up of plaque
in the carotid arteries that may 
lead to stroke.

ABDOMINAL AORTIC 
ANEURYSM (AAA) ..................$35
95% of ruptured AAAs result in death.
The majority of victims have no 
symptoms.

ARTERIAL DISEASE
(PAD) TEST ...........................$35
Ultrasound is used to detect poor 
circulation and blockages in the legs.

THYROID ULTRASOUND ...... ...$35
Scan to rule out cysts, nodules, 
goiters and tumors.

ABDOMINAL ULTRASOUND .....$85
Helps identify cancers of the liver, 
pancreas, kidneys, spleen, gallstones,
kidney stones and more.

HEART SCAN– 
ECHOCARDIOGRAM ...............$95
Screening to view wall motion, 
valves, enlargements, calcifications,
stenosis, prolapse, blood clots, tumors
and fluid around the heart.

Thursday, December 30th
& Monday, January 3rd
at Prevention Health Screening Center
205 E. Brandon Blvd.

Please call 689-8909
Call for additional dates and locations.

COMPLETE

EVALUATION
(all 6 ultrasounds)

ONLY

$159

Celebrating our 11th Anniversary of saving lives!

Christmas C ins

CORBIN’S
Stamp & Coin

209 N. Kings Ave. • Brandon, Florida 33510

813-651-3266
corbincoin@verizon.net

Mon-Fri 9am - 4pm

Sat 9am - 1pm

$32.95
gift boxed or ornament

1oz. Pure Silver

HOMESTYLE COOKIN’
SANDY’S

Home of the Fried Pickles
and Fried Green Tomatoes

9409 Highway 301 S. Riverview, FL 33569 • 671-5260

Call Ahead for
Take-Out

Mon.  - Filet Beef Tips
Tues. - Fried Chicken
Wed. - Spaghetti & Homemade Meatballs
Thurs. - Meatloaf
Fri. - Fish Fry
Sat. - Country Fried Steak

DAILY SPECIALS!
BREAKFAST – LUNCH – DINNER

Hours: Mon - Sat 7a.m. - 9p.m. / Breakfast: Mon - Fri 7a.m. - 11a.m. • Sat & Sun 7a.m. - 12p.m.

Buy One Meal
Get One FREE
Must be of equal or lesser value.
Dine in only.  Expires 1/31/2011

After 4p.m. - All you can eat Dinner Entrees

Sandy’s is now offering full service catering.
Call 813-407-6530 for your HOLIDAY ORDERS now.
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